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Berg, Op. 4/2: opening vocal phrase and return in orchestra bar 6

SET & 18 B-5: {3,%4,5,6,7,9,10,;11}
SET B is 8-5: (8,9,10,0,1,2,3,4}

7 is the inversion level.
Invariant set: 4-9: {3,4,9,10}
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Date: Sun, 2 Apr 1995 11:50:34 -0700

From: Mark DeVoto <mdevoto@emerald.tufts.edu>
To: Multiple recipients of list <amslist@ucdavis.edu>
Subject: Re: Happy ....

This March 31 is also the 82nd anniversary of the famous Skandalkonzert,
in the Grosser Saal of the Musikverein in Vienna, on March 31, 1913, when
Alban Berg’s Altenberglieder, in a partial performance (Songs 2 and 3

only) provoked a riot, complete with fistfights and a brigade of police.

Even gentle Webern is reported to have stood up and shouted in a fury:
"Hinaus mit der Bagage!" Erhard Buschbeck, president of the sponsoring
organization, had to pay a fine for punching somebody’s nose. The

incident was reported even in the American press, but made it into only a
few history books because of what happened less than two months later in
Paris at the far more repercussive premiere of The Rite of Spring.

I myself only met one person who was actually present at the
Skandalkonzert, and that was the late Erich Alban Berg, nephew of the
composer, and Erich was only 8 years old at the time. Does anybody out
there know any others who are still alive who remember the event?

Mark DeVoto  mdevoto@emerald. tufts.edu

On Fri, 31 Mar 1995 tfd@cunyvmsl.gc.cuny.edu wrote:

> .. Haydn’s birthday, everybody!

> In honor, I’m going to hear The Creation_ tonight. Watch out for that
> Heavy Beast!

>

> Theresa

>



Comments and Residual Issues
Altenberg Lieder No. 2

General: The issue of large-scale harmonic domains came up recently. My genera article
in JMT addresses precisely this issue.

Extra-musical

1 My numerological connection with Berg
2 When did Berg become involved with Hanna Fuchs?

Octatonic

The ubiquitous 4-17. Ted Latham has discoveredi8 instances.
Not all subsets are symmetric: e.g., 4-12, 6-27.

Octa is not a recognized feature of Berg's music (yet).
Description of the octatonic in terms of non-interesecting
"diminished seventh" tetrachords.

Do octatonic hexachords display gender characteristics?
(suggested by Rob Rocke)

What is Berg's musical motto?

N O > WM~

Relation to other Berg music: Is this music proleptic w/r Wozzeck?
Other writers

1 Jarman, The Music of Alban Berg, pp. 25-27.
He identifies two "cells" (after Perle) and shows interesting
occurrences. Celliis 3-3, the first 3 notes of No. 2; cell
ii is 4-9: ". . . witterregen.” He is blissfully’aware of the
presence of the octatonic. He reads
the cello figure in bar 6 as an interlocking of ii.

Rhythm?
Hard parts: bar 6--what does b1-eb2 refer to?

Special notes

1 a in voice bar 6
2 low F
3 Bb

Tonal attributes: Bar 7: V7? (Mauro Calcagno, Mark Spicer)
The canon--how interpret?

Text

1 Would you describe the text as chthonic?

2 What is the metaphor projected by the text?

3 Also text-pitch associations: e.g., dbl bar 5 = "Wald" bar 3
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Berg, Altenberg Lied, Op.4/2 (1912)
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Notes on Berg, Op.4/2

It is a mosaic of tetrachords, primarily of the symmetrical type:

~

P8 8 8 8 11
W

AP pPrpEEELDAEDD
i
NWNNWO®ON—

(av)
-

An instance of multi-dimensional non=tonal music
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