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Bartok, Piano Suite, Op.i14, last

movement
Rhythmic features (Rhythm->Pitch)
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Notes on Bartok, Op.lh4, last movement

Rhythmic pattern articulates unfolding 4-7 in upper strandof
mm, l-7counterpointed against descending chromatic line which
is an organizational featuee of the entire first section, This
motive/pattern is marked alpha on the worksheet,

In m. 7 new pattern, beta, is introduced. In m., 9 this carries
the upper strand to bPP?, completing the upper voice ascent and
the formation of set 5-21, a linear formation here, which is a
fundamental component of the music (see mm. 33-35, m. 22),

In m. 10, the alpha motive is associlated with pc set 4-17,
while in m, 22 ff, the beta motive is associated with both 4-7
and 4-17, thus amalgamating the two symmetrical sets.

The notat®

The notated metric grouping of 6 is replicated by the mx

fwx foreground durations created by the counterpoint of upper and
lower melodic components. Here the meter signature is only
one indicator of rhythmic structure, and perhaps not the most
important one at that.,

The "pedal" f2 in the uppermost part has a distinet duration, 5.

The alpha motive of the opening is extended in terms of g=
pc set U-7: Rukuxix 0-1-0-4-5

Bartok effects associations among tetrachords of different
types by giving them the same rhythm. E.g., "new" tetrachord
4-19 (c.f, m. 5) has motive b which first appeared with

pc set L4-17 in m, 9.

Basic point: relation between long-span linear formations articulated
by rhythm and harmonic foreground. The prime example of this
is the linear span 7-21 in the upper part of the opening music
and the role of 5-21 in the closing music. In mm. 26=27
(see example) these sets return in the most remarkable way:
5-21 is the verticalj with the entrance of bP-cP-bb, rhythmic
motive a3 (!), the set 7-21 is formedxxxKEXEEMRpXERERXXBEXEHRX,
Moreover, 5-21 occurs in the final sonorityof the piece,
as the lowerm, sustanined Rax harmony.
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